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Research on Difference of Willingness to Pay for Land Conservation Plan

Between Urban and Rural Residents

ZHANG Chen,ZHAO Minjuan, YAO Liuyang, YAN Yan

(Applied Economic Research Center/College of Economics and Management , Northwest A&F University , Yangling Shaanxi 712100, China)

Abstract: Focusing on ecologically fragile regions, we choose the Shiyang river basin as a case of study. Fol-
lowing the principle of discrete choice experiment,a policy set of land conservation plan was designed including fal-
low area, fallow location, fallow period, and fallow vegetation of shiyang river basin. Using Mixed Logit model
and Oaxaca— Blinder decomposition with the survey data discrete of choice experiments, revealing thedifference of
urban and rural residents’ willingness to pay (WTP) for the specific land conservation plan and its causes. The re-
sults show that the Shiyang river basin residents significantly intend to support the implementation of the land con-
servation plan. Urban and rural residents have large preference heterogeneity ,also exist great heterogeneity within
the group. Urban residents’ willingness to pay (WTP) for all fallow index are higher than rural residents. In order
to successfully implemented land conservation policy in Shiyang river basin, put forward the following suggestions:
in the process of policy implementation, the government should fully focus on urban and rural differences, respect
the residents’ willingness and implement differential land conservation policy.

Key words:land conservation plan; willingness to pay; urban and rural residents; discrete choice model; Oax-

aca-blinder decomposition



	1 Abstract (Chinese)
	2 Abstract (English)



